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Politics Now

Silver dismisses idea of congressional redistricting deal

March 13, 2012 - 2:49 PM 

ALBANY – Don’t expect a last-minute deal on congressional district lines before Thursday’s federal court panel considers a magistrate judge’s recommended boundaries for what will be New York’s 27 congressional seats, the Legislature’s top Democrat said today.

“It’s nearing a close in that the (federal) master has made a final recommendation. It’s up to the court to make a determination,’’ said Assembly Speaker Sheldon Silver.
A federal magistrate judge is due to present her plan to a three-judge panel on Thursday. In the past two redistricting rounds in 1992 and 2002, a similar judicial path was in the works when the state Senate and Assembly got together just in time to craft a legislative fix.

That appears not to be the case this time around. Asked if there will be no deal with the Senate on the congressional lines, Silver said, “We have been talking about it but I don’t know if it’s possible.’’

Asked if it is fair to call the prospects unlikely for a deal before Thursday’s court hearing, Silver said, “Unlikely.’’

As for the Senate and Assembly lines, the two houses are set to pass plans tomorrow in advance of the Thursday court hearing in Brooklyn. State lawmakers are fearful that if they do not show some progress the courts will take over the state legislative redistricting as they did with the congressional lines.

“There’s always that possibility,’’ Silver said.  Asked if he is concerned, he said, “I’m not concerned. I believe no matter how you cut the state, the Assembly will wind up Democratic.’’

UPDATE:

Senate Majority Leader Dean Skelos late this afternoon said he wants to negotiate a congressional deal with Silver, but that the Assembly leader has “internal political problems.’’ He said those problems involve a battle between three Democratic county chairman – the leaders of the party organizations in Manhattan, Queens and the Bronx.

“Neither of them wants to give an inch in order to come up with a legislative plan,’’ Skelos said of the concerns about congressional lines – and their impact on certain incumbents – in the three boroughs.

“We’re prepared to negotiate an agreement, but he’s not open to that right now,’’ Skelos said of Silver.

On the state legislative lines, Skelos suggested there is still plenty of time for a deal in Albany. That is, though, provided federal judges do not decide to jump into the process.

Skelos said the plan is for his house to pass the state lines tomorrow and then – with or without Cuomo’s signature – to present them to the three-judge panel on Thursday to “show progress’’ being made on the state legislative districts.  Asked if he was concerned about a judge taking over the process, Skelos said, “If we passed it within the next month, and I think we’ll do it before then, that will still be earlier than where we were 10 years ago.’’
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